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Figure 1 : Tourist arrivals at the borders (in 000's) 
Strong increases in international tourism for many of the EU's 
Mediterranean partners in 1998 
Preliminary results for 1998 indicate that tourism flows remained stable in the 
region of the 12 Mediterranean partner countries as a whole, although strong 
increases were noted in many countries. International arrivals to the 
Mediterranean partners are estimated to total 28.9 million in 1998 compared to 
28.8 million in 1997 (increase of 0.25%). 
Jordan and Tunisia experienced the highest increase in the number of arrivals of 
international tourists (11.5% and 10.7% respectively). Cyprus (6.5%), Malta 
(6.4%) and Morocco (5.1%) all showed healthy increases too. On the other hand 
Egypt (-12.8%), Turkey (-4.7%) and Israel (-3.4%) experienced a drop in 
numbers. Arrivals of international visitors to Lebanon and Algeria increased by 
13.3% and 6.8% respectively. 
In 1998 arrivals at the borders from EU countries are estimated at 14.2 million 
compared to 14.5 million in 1997 (-2.6%). On average nearly 50% of international 
tourists to the Mediterranean countries come from the EU, and for some 
countries it is much higher (85% for Malta, 72% for Cyprus). 
These results are made available to Eurostat by the National Statistical Institutes and Ministries of 
Tourism within the framework of the Euro­Mediterranean co­operation programme on tourism 
statistics (MEDTOUR). The Mediterranean countries involved in the programme are: Algeria 
(DZ), Morocco (MA), Tunisia (TN), Egypt (EG), Jordan (JO), Lebanon (LB), the Palestinian 
Territories (PAL), Syria (SY), Israel (IL), Cyprus (CY), Malta (MT) and Turkey (TR). This 
programme supported by Community funding aims to provide a reliable and comparable source of 
information on tourism between the EU and the Mediterranean partner countries and within the 
Mediterranean region. To this effect the first Euro­Mediterranean forum on tourism statistics, 
organised by CESD­Madrid (an agency of the Spanish National Statistical Institute) in co­
operation with Eurostat and DGXXIII, will be held on 12 ­ 14 April 1999 in Mallorca, Spain. 
The seasonal patterns of international tourism 
1995 
1996 
1997 
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
June 
July 
Aug 
Sept 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 
1998 
Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
June 
July 
Aug 
Sept 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 
"Visitors 
DZ* 
520 
605 
635 
32 
35 
38 
41 
35 
47 
149 
115 
40 
34 
37 
33 
678 
52 
30 
35 
47 
37 
51 
145 
121 
48 
36 
43 
33 
Provisional figures 
MA 
2602 
2693 
3072 
131 
138 
199 
229 
173 
234 
706 
453 
217 
195 
173 
224 
3228 
146 
180 
196 
250 
187 
219 
675 
532 
225 
214 
184 
220 
are printed 
TN 
4120 
3885 
4263 
193 
229 
349 
335 
356 
367 
462 
554 
437 
397 
279 
305 
4700 
205 
247 
327 
387 
368 
410 
524 
629 
475 
453 
334 
360 
'n Italics 
ARRIVALS OF TOURISTS AT THE BORDERS 
EG* JO 
3133 1074 
3839 1102 
3961 1127 
260 
317 
354 
344 
331 
299 
425 
445 
352 
391 
265 
178 
3454 
168 
170 
215 
297 
241 
250 
385 
420 
306 
380 
323 
301 
inOOO's 
LB* SY 
450 
424 
558 
25 
33 
28 
47 
36 
47 
106 
74 
46 
41 
32 
43 
632 
27 
34 
33 
52 
42 
60 
113 
85 
63 
42 
38 
43 
815 
830 
891 
39 
39 
71 
95 
78 
59 
88 
105 
94 
95 
71 
57 
IL PAL 
2216 
2100 
2010 
137 
164 
201 
203 
176 
151 
189 
165 
147 
165 
157 
155 
1941 
121 
130 
157 
201 
161 
156 
179 
185 
138 
191 
169 
155 
CY 
2100 
1950 
2088 
68 
68 
134 
161 
206 
219 
276 
294 
243 
224 
111 
84 
2223 
54 
72 
102 
179 
243 
248 
310 
327 
270 
229 
106 
83 
MT 
1116 
1054 
1111 
36 
52 
83 
106 
117 
99 
135 
149 
115 
101 
64 
54 
1182 
38 
56 
79 
109 
116 
113 
145 
159 
127 
111 
71 
58 
TR 
7083 
7888 
9063 
292 
307 
545 
606 
927 
968 
1123 
1335 
1188 
855 
514 
402 
8638 
337 
367 
467 
604 
889 
908 
1037 
1257 
1027 
907 
473 
365 
The seasonal patterns of international tourism vary from 
country to country. Nevertheless July and August are 
the peak months for most of the Mediterranean 
countries, and January and February the lowest period. 
Many Mediterranean countries also enjoy fairly high 
international tourism activity in the autumn months. For 
Israel inbound tourism flows are more evenly spread 
over the year. 
International tourism receipts 
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Figure 2: % Change in international tourism receipts 
1998/97 
Sta t i s t i cs in f ocus — Theme 4 — 4/1999 
International tourism receipts for the Mediterranean 
countries (excluding Palestinian territories and 
Lebanon) are estimated to total over 18.7 thousand 
million ECU in 1997. Provisional results for 1998 
available for some of the countries indicate a substantial 
increase in tourism receipts for Tunisia, good results for 
Jordan and Cyprus, and a small increase for Malta. 
Figures for the first three quarters of 1998 compared to 
those of 1997 indicate a 16% increase in tourism 
receipts for Morocco and a 6% decrease in tourism 
receipts for Israel. Based on first six months of 1998 
compared to those of 1997, Turkey's international 
tourism earnings decreased by 13%. 
Most of the Mediterranean countries enjoy a surplus in 
their foreign trade account for tourism. 
eurostat 
Nights spent by non-residents in hotels and similar establishments 
The number of nights spent by non-residents in hotels 
and similar establishments totalled 138.5 million in 1997. 
Preliminary 1998 results available for some of the 
Mediterranean countries follow a similar trend as 
international arrivals at the borders. Increases were 
experienced in Algeria (28%), Morocco (11%), Cyprus 
(7%), Tunisia (4%), Malta (3%), and Jordan (2%). 
Nights spent by non-residents in hotels and similar 
establishments decreased by 24% in Egypt, by nearly 8% 
in Palestine, and by 5% in Israel in 1998 compared to the 
previous year. 
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